
 
 
 

Divine Destination

Traveling First Class
Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which 

God has prepared for those who love Him.  

1 Corinthians 2:9



 
The Royal Route to Heaven

 
There’s a royal route to heaven - Will you travel it today?

 ’Tis the path of full surrender
All along the homeward way.
It is yielding every moment

To the blessed Saviour’s will,
Seeking only for His glory,
And His purpose to fulfill.

 
There’s a royal route to heaven - ’Tis the way the Saviour trod.

’Tis the path of full surrender
And the deep, sweet peace of God.

 
There’s a royal route to heaven - They who travel it may know

Peace that passeth understanding
Which the Father doth bestow.

Dead to self and its desires,
Living unto Christ alone,

Finding joy and satisfaction
Which the world has never known.

 
There’s a royal route to heaven - Which will bring a rich reward

When the last long mile is covered
And we face our loving Lord.

Oh, how small will seem the trials
Of the steep and rugged way

When we stand in His blest presence
At the close of life’s brief day.

 
Avis B. Christiansen

 

Divine
Destination



 
 
 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-9.  How did Paul describe those to whom he was writing?

From a quick glance at 1 Corinthians 1:10, 3:1, 4:14, 5:1 (to name a few), do you think the
Corinthians were living according to the truths of who they now were in Christ?

Alan Redpath summarized this discrepancy when he said, “That was the whole trouble with the
church at Corinth: they knew all about the forgiveness of sins; there was nothing wrong with their
theology, but a great deal wrong with their practice.”  He goes on to explain that Paul did not lash
out at them, however, but rather lifted them up by reminding them of “the glory of their salvation
and of the great privileges that are theirs in Christ” as they travel along the road that leads to
their “divine destination.”  (The Royal Route to Heaven)

That is precisely what we desire to do as well: to be reminded of our glorious salvation,
to fix our eyes upon our wondrous Savior, and to consider how we may respond, not
just in our worship, but with our lives. 

Read 1 Corinthians 2:9

Commentators agree that while this verse is often used to depict the promise of the hope of
heaven, because of the context, Paul is actually speaking of our salvation (verse 10 says God
has revealed these things to us by the Spirit). 

In your own words, what has this glorious salvation meant to you?

Read the following verses to be reminded of how precious our salvation truly is:

Isaiah 64:6                      Romans 3:23                         Romans 5:12                          Romans 6:23 

Read the following verses to be reminded of how precious our Savior truly is:

Isaiah 53                         Romans 5:6-10

Day one

 Devotional 

But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man 
the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”  1 Corinthians 2:9 

 

The traveler's gift 

 



Closing Thoughts:
“Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens.”  (Psalm 68:19 NIV) Or, as the NLT says, “… For each
day he carries us in his arms.”

In picturing Him carrying us in His arms, I am reminded of a mother carrying her children. It usually starts with her saying,
“Come,” and then is followed by whispering, “It’s ok.”   By the very act of carrying, a mother simultaneously extends an
invitation to come near AND offers the reassurance that is needed. 

I wonder how many of us need to hear that invitation today from the Lord: “Come,” as well as that assurance,  “It will be
ok.”  “I’m carrying you now. Not only am I carrying YOU,  I am carrying all that concerns you and all that weighs you down or
burdens you.”

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light.”  (Matthew 11:28-30)

Daily rest for our souls. 
Daily relief from all that weighs us down, from all the stress, pressure, worries, concerns, and unknowns. 
Daily relaxation in our Savior’s loving and capable arms. 

The NKJV version of Psalm 68:19 states, “Blessed be the Lord, who daily loads us with benefits, the God of our salvation!”

How amazing is the God of our salvation!  While “daily life” loads us daily with burdens, the God of our
salvation loads us daily with benefits. 

As if the gift of salvation were not enough!  As if the cross of Christ did not satisfy the greatest of my needs and offer proof of His
compassionate care! 

How we need to echo David, who said, “Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits…” (see Psalm 103:2-5).

Herein lies the key to experiencing this daily rest, daily relief, and daily relaxation in the Lord – to praise and remember.
Praise Him for who He is and what He has done. Remember (forget not) all His benefits. 

In other words, recall the benefits more than the burdens. In doing so, the praise and gratitude we can’t help but offer to
the God of our salvation will soon rise above the burdens which are weighing us down. We will know that we are being
carried in His arms, not only for this day, but for all of our days. Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, indeed!

 
 
 

Read Psalm 103 and allow a song of praise to well up from within your soul, as it did David’s,  upon
remembering all of the good things He had done for him.  Truly, we can echo Paul’s words: “Eye has
not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for
those who love Him.”

Spend some time in prayer thanking Him for who He is and what He has done, and commit this time
to Him, asking that you may have eyes to see and ears to hear all that He desires to speak to you.

Day one 

 
continued 



 
 
 

Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods?  Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in
glorious deeds, doing wonders?   Exodus 15:11 

 Read Psalm 121

Psalm 121 is a psalm of ascent.  This means it was sung by worshippers as they made their
journey toward Jerusalem for the annual feast.  It is believed that this psalm was designed to be
sung the last night of their journey, as they approached the city and were within view of the
mountains.

Spurgeon said of verse 1, “Help comes to saints only from above, they look elsewhere in vain: let
us lift up our eyes with hope, expectance, desire, and confidence.  Satan will endeavor to keep our
eyes upon our sorrows that we may be disquieted and discouraged; be it ours firmly to resolve
that we will look out and look up, for there is good cheer for the eyes, and they that lift up
their eyes to the eternal hills shall soon have their hearts lifted up also.  The purposes of
God; the divine attributes; the immutable promises; the providence and proved faithfulness of the
Lord - these are the hills to which we must lift up our eyes, for from these our help must come.  It is
our resolve that we will not be bandaged and blindfolded, but will lift up our eyes.”

Let us take a few minutes to “lift up our eyes” to our God.  This God, who is the author and finisher
of our faith, the One who began this good work in us and promises to complete it, never changes.  
The God of the Bible is your God, and He is trustworthy! 

From the following verses, what can you conclude about your God?

Psalm 86                                                               Numbers 23:19 

Psalm 116:5                                                          Jeremiah 32:17

Psalm 121:2                                                         Matthew 6:26

Psalm 139:7-10                                                    Romans 8:35

Psalm 145:17                                                       Ephesians 2:4    

Why is it important to regularly lift our eyes upon the “eternal hills of the attributes of God?"

day two 
 Devotional 

The traveler's gaze 
 



Read Hebrews 12:1-3.  How are we to run the race that has been set before us (or in other words,
the road to our Divine Destination)?  How are we to view sin and what are we to do with it?  Where
are our eyes to be?  Why?  

“The more of heaven there is in our lives, the less of earth we shall covet.”  (Spurgeon)

Already a Christian singer, Helen Lemmel was surprised to have been given a Bible tract entitled
“Focus.”  Upon reading the tract, she was struck by a certain line: “You will find that the things of
earth will acquire a strange new dimness” if you focus on Jesus.  The hymn that was consequently
born within her heart is a favorite worldwide and a timely encouragement, and prayer, for us today:

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”
 

O soul, are you weary and troubled?
No light in the darkness you see?

There’s light for a look at the Savior,
And life more abundant and free. 

 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus,

Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 

in the light of His glory and grace.
 

(Helen Howarth Lemmel)

“Therefore if you have been raised with Christ (to a new life, sharing in His resurrection from the
dead), keep seeking the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set

your mind and keep focused habitually on the things above (the heavenly things), not on things
that are on earth (which have only temporal value). For you died (to this world), and your (new, real)

life is hidden with Christ in God.”  
Colossians 3:1-3 Amplified 

 

day two
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When a plane reaches an elevation of 30,000 feet, the traveler’s view sure is different, isn’t it?  While
the skyscrapers and buildings looked so enormous just moments before, from earth’s point of view,
now soaring at a higher altitude, they seem miniscule.  The point of view, based upon one’s
position, changes everything.

So it is for the traveler on the “royal route to heaven.”  While nothing around us physically has changed,
our position has been changed, which indeed changes everything.  

Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21.  Record verse 17:

Record Colossians 1:13-14

Read Ephesians 2.  What are some phrases that describe who you were before you were saved by
grace through faith?

What are some phrases that describe who you are now, in Christ?

Because of our new position, how should we now view:

1) the cross (see Romans 5:8 and 1 Corinthians 1:18-25)

2) ourselves (see 1 Corinthians 6:11 and Romans 12:1-2)

3) our relationship to the world (see Galatians 2:20 and Philippians 3:7-9)

4) our trials (see Romans 8:18 and 2 Corinthians 4:16-18)

What should our greatest aim now be?  (see Philippians 3:10)

What is being worked within us?  (see Galatians 4:19 and Romans 8:29)

 

 day three 

 Devotional 

For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms
because we are united with Christ Jesus.  Ephesians 2:6

 

The traveler's position 

 



With all that has been accomplished on our behalf through Christ, is it any wonder that
Alan Redpath described “low-level Christian living” as a tragedy as compared to the glory of
a journey made under the “sovereignty of Jesus Christ?"  He went on to say, “It is possible for a
Christian to live on a carnal level instead of on a spiritual level.  It is possible to walk after the flesh
even though we are converted to walk in the Spirit…there is a royal route to heaven, and the word
‘royal’ implies sovereignty.  In the Christian life, it means placing the crown where it rightly belongs: on
the Saviour’s brow.”  (The Royal Route to Heaven)  

Of course, we know we are works in progress, but the key word is progress.  It has been said that the
motto of the Christian ought to be “onward and upward!” 

“I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached
perfection. But I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me.”
Philippians 3:12

One day Billy Graham shared what Ruth chose to have written on her tombstone.  Inspired by a road
sign that she had seen years before, when reaching the end of a construction zone, it read, "End of
construction - thank you for your patience." 

Our “construction” will come to an end one day. But until then, let’s press on, seeking to live a
life consistent with our new position in Christ, surrendering to Him as we walk this “royal
route to heaven.”  May this be our prayer:

“I Surrender All”
 

All to Jesus I surrender, All to Him I freely give;
I will ever love and trust Him, In His presence daily live.

 
I surrender all, I surrender all.

All to Thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all.
 

All to Jesus I surrender, Humbly at His feet I bow,
Worldly pleasures all forsaken, Take me, Jesus, take me now.

 

(Judson W. Van DeVenter) 

 
 
 

 day three 
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As a prisoner of the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.
Ephesians 4:1

 
 As believers in Jesus Christ, we are all headed toward the same destination: a divine destination, a

heavenly home, where one day we will come face to face with our Savior.  The question now
becomes: how are we traveling?  Are we living as pilgrims?  Are we fulfilling our calling of fellowship
with the Son?  Are we walking in a manner worthy of this great salvation which we have received? Are
we exhibiting Christ-likeness and growth in Him, all while redeeming the time for His purposes?  Are
we traveling with the patience and endurance needed, knowing that our afflictions last but mere
moments in comparison to eternity?  

Our destination is not in question.  The question to ask ourselves is: what kind of
travelers are we, as we head toward our final destination?

Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-3

Speaking of these verses, Alan Redpath states, “Please notice the word ‘brethren’ (verse 1); he (Paul)
is writing to those who are born again of the Spirit of God and who are within the Christian church. 
 Here are two different classes of people, both of them Christian, both of them born of the Spirit of
God, but one of them is designated ‘carnal,’ and the other, ‘spiritual.’  Though latent within every child
of God is the possibility of reproducing the character of Jesus Christ, the fact is that this is not always
accomplished.  Why?  Because too many Christians continue to live on the carnal level.”  (The Royal
Route to Heaven)

In The Royal Route to Heaven, Redpath describes the following:
 
 

 
 

“First-Class Travelers” are those who:
-live a life of perpetual conflict and temptation but trust & conquer in Christ, thus experiencing victory

-go on growing with and in God (toward Christlikeness)
-determine to be as pure and godly as a woman saved by grace can be

-do not practice the habit of sin (they still sin, but it is not their habit)
-grow in displaying the fruit of the Spirit

-reveal a life of separation to the Word of God and devotion to the Master
 

 day four 

 Devotional 
The traveler's growth 

 



“Third-Class Travelers” are those who:
-live a life of fruitlessness and worldliness

-are not growing in character and Christlikeness
-have a heart and desire for the world more than for the Word

-when something does not revolve around them, they become unhappy or angry
-believe the Word of God but do not live a life consistent with the Word of God

-live a life of constant conflict and defeat
-neglect their Bible

 
 

“Are you a believer, knowing you have received forgiveness of sins?  Then in which class are you traveling
along the road to heaven?  Are you a carnal or a spiritual Christian?  Is it perpetual conflict and repeated
defeat in your life, or is it perpetual conflict and repeated victory?  Is it protracted infancy and retarded
growth, or is it development in Christlikeness of life and character?  Is it a life of fruitlessness, or is it a life
filled with permanent fruit for the glory of God?  I ask you again, in which class are you traveling to heaven?
The Lord can enable you to take the step of faith that…lifts you from the class of carnality to that of
spirituality, in which it is no more you, but Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  (Alan Redpath)

Take a few moments to invite the Lord to search your heart.  May we examine our lives: do we see
more evidence of third-class living (carnality) or first-class living (spirituality)?  This may be
uncomfortable, that’s ok.  This may be convicting, that is good.  Allow this wrestling to take place.  You have
been made for so much more than “third class living.”  You have been given every resource needed to travel “first-
class.”  But the first step is to acknowledge your short-comings and sins; to recognize your need for the
Savior, not just in saving you, but also in enabling you to live for Him.  This is not the time to make excuses or
place the blame elsewhere.  The Lord knows you intimately: all that you’ve been through in your past, all that
you currently are facing.  And yet, here He is, drawing you closer, inviting you deeper, wooing you to
a place of higher living, where you can be hidden in Him, safe from the outside elements, secure
when the turbulence hits, abiding in the arms of your loving Savior.

None of us have arrived to a place of 100% “first-class living.”  Each of us have room to grow.  Therefore…

…will you dare to pray just three simple words as you invite the Lord to upgrade your traveling?  
 

“Here I am.”  
                                                                                       ~or~

“Have your way.”  
“Work in me.”  

“Purify my heart.”  
“I am yours.”  

~ and especially~
“I love you.” 

 
 

day four 
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Read Ephesians 1:15-23  
Of Paul’s prayer, Warren Wiersbe stated, “Paul did not ask God to give them what they did not have,
but prayed that God would reveal to them what they already have.”

The provisions needed in order to walk the royal route of heaven, to travel “first class”
toward our divine destination, have already been supplied.  

Just as God provided that which was needed for Abraham to obey (see Genesis 22:9-14), He
provides what is needed for us to obey, or walk, in the Spirit.  Let us consider some of the resources
He has provided.  The question to ask ourselves is: what will we do with them?

THE WORD OF GOD
Read Hebrews 4:12, Psalm 119:11, Psalm 119:105, Matthew 7:24-27, Colossians 1:6

How would you describe the importance of God’s Word for the traveler along the royal route to
heaven?  

Does your life reflect your answer?  If not, what changes can you make?

THE SPIRIT OF GOD
Indwells us:  1 Corinthians 3:16, 1 Corinthians 6:19 
Guides us:  John 16:13
Helps us:  John 15:26
Empowers us:  Romans 8:11, Ephesians 3:16, 2 Timothy 1:7
Sanctifies us (makes us holy):  1 Peter 1:2
Is visible through us, when we are yielded to Him:  Galatians 5:22
Fills us:  Ephesians 5:18

 
 
 

 day five

 Devotional 

His divine power has given us everything required for life and godliness through the 
knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness.  2 Peter 1:3 

 

The traveler's provisions 

 



 day five

 
continued 

Is it any wonder that Paul encouraged the Philippians: “For God is working in you, giving you the
desire and power to do what pleases him.”  (Philippians 2:13 NLT)  Read verse 12.  This has
been described as an exhortation to the Philippians “to work out their salvation through the in
working of God.”  (Ellicott)  In other words, we work out what He, through His Spirit, has
worked in.  Are we yielding to (cooperating with) this in-working?

THE GRACE OF GOD
Why is it important to recognize that as we journey along the royal route to heaven, God’s grace
is sufficient?  See 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 

THE PRESENCE OF GOD
Whatever road we are called to travel upon, we can be confident that God is with us and His
presence surrounds us.  (See Psalm 139:7-10)  It is His presence that allows us to experience
peace in times of trouble and courage in times of uncertainty. 

THE POWER OF GOD
Read Ephesians 3:20 and Romans 8:31-37

Overwhelming victory is ours through Christ Jesus because of HIS victory! It has been said, “A
Savior who triumphs in his darkest hour can deliver his children from theirs.”  Paul
went on to say, “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present (problems or fears for today) nor things to come (problems or
worries for tomorrow),  nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”   (Romans 8:38-39) The
love of God, as displayed upon the cross, and the power of God, as demonstrated
through the resurrection, allows us to make this personal: “A Savior who triumphs in
His darkest hour can deliver me from mine.”  

How great and sufficient are the provisions of our God!  We have not even considered
His promises, His care, the gift of prayer, or the invitation to find rest for our souls. 

 Truly, whatever season we are in, whatever path we are currently traveling upon, He
is our Good Shepherd.  We can say, with David, “I lack nothing.”  (Psalm 23:1)  

He has provided all we need to travel “first class.”

In closing: 
 Let us remember the precious gift of our salvation, fix our gaze upon our Savior, recall our new

position, “grow into” our salvation, all while making use of His provisions.
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